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ABSTRACT : India is basically an agricultural country and nearly three-fourth population depends on agriculture,
livestock and allied sectors for livelihood. Nearly 70 per cent of country population lives in rural areas. Furthermore,
of the 40.7 crore poor in the country, about 80 per cent are rural poor. Livestock plays an important role in the
rural economy of the country. Livestock is a key source of supplementary income and livelihood especially for
small landholdings and landless rural poor households. The costs and returns analysis for various fodder crops
were helpful to examine the relative profitability of these crops in the region in order to ensure fodder supply
through extensive cultivation.  In view of this, economics of production and marketing of green fodder (Jowar and
Maize) in western Maharashtra is under taken for study and objectives are to estimate the resource use pattern
and to estimate per hectare costs and returns. The primary data regarding fodder crops for the year 2012-13 was
collected in designed schedule. The total 90 samples irrespective of size groups were selected for two fodder crop
separately. It can be concluded that, the per hectare human labour use was 42.05 and 89.46 mandays, the bullock
labour use and manure use was at par for maize and jowar fodder cultivation. The per hectare cost of cultivation
for maize and jowar was Rs. 33143.46 and Rs. 48571.91, the per quintal cost of cultivation for maize and jowar
was Rs. 140.93 and Rs. 156.48 and B:C ratio of 1.49 and 1.60, respectively. The estimates of the production
function human labour, manure, nitrogen, phosphorus and irrigation are the important resource variables contributing
on yield. Therefore, it is suggested that, the use of these resource variables has to be extended by the fodder
growers to maximization of profit.
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